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WELCOME TO THE TWELFTH EDITION 
Welcome to the twelfth and last edition of 2020 and huge thanks to all 

of our advertisers, contributors and deliverers who have together made 

it possible to deliver a magazine to your doorstep every month through 

this strange and challenging year.   

The even better news is that we’ve got this far without calling on the 

promised financial support of the two Parish Councils. We also expect 

to completely cover our costs in 2021 without their help.  ‘The Pelhams’ 

magazine is here to stay! 

With the days getting ever shorter, we’ve included another sudoku and 

wordsearch, and also there’s an end-of-year quiz with a chocolate 

prize, not to mention the glory of being ‘Brains of Pelham 2020’.  

While many of us are looking forward to seeing family and friends - 

however briefly - over the festive season, not everyone is so fortunate. 

If you’re needing a bit of support, don’t hesitate to ask others for help if 

you need it. They might not know unless you ask, but if you do, most 

people will be pleased to be asked. If you’d rather ask someone outside 

our villages, you can call on ‘Herts Help’ – more details are inside. 

Also with this magazine, you should find a booklet about scams, written 

by Citizens Advice. They were unable to give us enough copies to go to 

every household, so – with their permission – we’ve reprinted it and 

hope you find it helpful.  

Please keep your articles coming in, every one helps to grow the 

identity and community of our two villages.  

The magazine team would like to wish everyone a much brighter, 

healthier and prosperous 2021. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com 10th Dec for Jan 2021 

Cover photo 

This watercolour of St Mary The Virgin, Furneux Pelham was painted in 

the early 1840s by James Wilcox of Great Hormead and has kindly 

been shared by one of his descendants. Wilcox painted and drew many 

hundreds of Hertfordshire scenes, now collected in Hertfordshire 

Archives. Relatively few are in colour, but many of those that are 

feature the woman in red, though it is not known who she was. The 

building on the left is the former vicarage, which stood in the southwest 

corner of the churchyard, directly opposite the White Lion. It was 

occupied as two cottages until demolished in about 1862.  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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The Post Office, Furneux Pelham 

We have been advised by the Post Office that it has been unable to 

recruit someone to run the Post Office in Furneux Pelham Village Hall, 

which means that it will not be re-opening. 

We would like to thank Christine Carrington for all her years of service to 

the Post Office and the village. We wish her a very happy retirement. 

Furneux Pelham Village Hall Trustees 

Royal British Legion 2020 Poppy Appeal 

Thank you to everyone who donated locally to this year’s Poppy Appeal 

and helping make every poppy count. I am pleased to say a total of 

£285 was raised, mostly through the sale of knitted poppies. 

A special thank you to Carole Sagar of Whitebarns who collected over 

£60 towards the total through selling them to friends in the last few 

weeks.  

Together we have helped remember all those who have served and to 

continue helping them now. 

Thank you, Tracey Bayford 

Christmas painting competition 

Dear children, my good friend The Easter Bunny told me what 

wonderful pictures you drew of her in April in the Easter drawing 

competition. I wondered if you would like to draw a Christmas picture 

with me in it? No computer pictures please as I am sure there are many 

good artists out there. 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be available and to 

enter, leave your drawings in the box on the Whitebarns Honesty stall 

and they will be passed onto Father Christmas to 

judge. Extra points for a super red nose!!!!!!! 

Remember to put your name, address, 

telephone number and your age on your picture. 

The last date for entries is Tuesday December 

15th. Good luck 
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After the First World War 
 
The hostilities may have been over with the signing of the Armistice on 
11th November 1918, but there were still the remnants of war in our local 
communities. 
 
In Much Hadham the VAD Hospital at Woodham House in the High 
Street was still caring for wounded servicemen. In the four years since 
its establishment in December 1914 it had received over 1100 patients 
and had been run and staffed by women including about 20 ‘lady nurses’, 
who had come from various parts of the country.  
 
Like most of the smaller VAD hospitals in the country, it was closed on 
31st December 1918. There were celebrations at the formal closure with 
18 patients returning to make a presentation to the Commandant. On the 
expiry of the lease the house reverted to the owner Mr T W Mott. There 
was however the question of what to do with the surplus stock of 
furnishings and supplies. The former was auctioned, while the stock, 
comprising bedsteads, sheets, blankets, clothing and nursing supplies 
was given to the local Nursing Associations including the Pelham 
Association. Sacks of bandages were also sent to Guy’s Hospital, East 
London Hospital for Children, the Seaman’s Hospital at Greenwich and 
St Thomas’ and Bart’s Hospitals.  
 
As the account in the Herts & Essex Observer put “The VAD Hospital 
has thus closed its career with a gracious act of kindness to institutions 
that has been gratefully received.” 
 
Its part in the story of the war is commemorated today by a plaque above 
the door. 
 

The British Red Cross Society and the Order of St John gratefully 
acknowledge that this building was converted and used as an Auxiliary 
Hospital worked by a voluntary staff during the Great War 

 
Another remnant of war was the German Prisoner of War camp in 
Bishop’s Stortford. This was at Oak Hall in Chantry Road, at the top end 
near Cricketfield Lane. It opened in 1917 and initially 60 prisoners were 
accommodated in the house, but later huts were erected for them in the 
grounds. The prisoners were sent to work on the farms in the area. 
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The prisoner’s arrival in the town caused much interest and the public 
footpath running through the grounds provided a natural vantage point 
for the curious. The curious were often young women who became 
friendly with the prisoners, giving them money, tobacco and cigarettes. 
This led to an outcry in the local paper and the story was picked up by 
the national press. As a result Bishop’s Stortford Urban District Council 
closed the footpath. In June 1919 the Council consulted with the military 
authorities ‘as to the desirability of re-opening the footpath’. The 
Commandant of the camp ‘did not think it advisable....unless there was 
great inconvenience to the public’. 
 
The Oak Hall camp was in the news again in February 1919 when a local 
baker was charged with selling three loaves of bread to prisoners. This 
was an illegal act and to compound it the baker had charged 1s 6d for 
the loaves which was over the legally set maximum. He was fined £10. 
 
By December 1919 all the prisoners had been repatriated. At the 
beginning of December the Ministry of Munitions advertised a sale by 
auction of the surplus camp equipment including the huts. These were 
bought by Fishpool’s and Bishop’s Stortford College.  
 
The footpath was eventually re-opened and is still in use today. 
 

Furneux Pelham History Group 

Riding School 
Brook Cottage Farm Riding School is going from strength to strength 

with many lovely horses and ponies ranging from tiny to very tall!  

Lockdown in March for us meant a few busy weeks for the staff riding 

and schooling the horses, and since then a busy schedule of lessons 

and hacks. Luckily we now have two arenas, which allows for more 

lessons.  In February we were very lucky to be given six super new 

horses from a riding school which sadly had to shut down. They are 

called Mallow, Louis, Holly, Sam, Tabby and Rufus and are a great 

addition to the team.   

Our Senior Yard Manager, since October 2019, is Tori Stevens. She has 

kept her pony Amber at Brook Cottage Farm right from the start in 

2012. She manages the yard with the help of Helen Duffield, our two 
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full-time apprentices, Holly Bayford and Emia Johnson and the 

maintenance team. The apprentices are working on the Equine Groom 

Level 2 pathway, Holly has almost completed hers and is just waiting 

for her final assessment date. We are once again in lockdown but are 

hoping to be able to fully re open on December 2 and welcome back 

our wonderful team of instructors to resume lessons again. 

Our Riding for the Disabled group led several socially distanced 

sessions of riding and horse-care during September and October, to 

recommence after this second lockdown.  In addition to riding, we 

offer carriage-driving lessons and pleasure-driving. We have three 

driving horses: Bruce, Freddie and Twiggy. Listen out for our Jingle Bells 

as we trot around the village this Christmas. 

The latest addition to the farm is a shiny, red poo-picking machine 

which was a very romantic birthday present for Louise!  The fields now 

look absolutely pristine! 

  

Tori riding Scorch 
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A WORD FOR A LETTER 

Try our end of year quiz! Please send your answers to 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com by January 3rd and we’ll announce the 

winner in next month’s magazine. Even better, someone’s donated 

chocolates for the winner too!   

Childrens books 

1. TVHC by EC 
2. HAPC by AAM 
3. TRC by EN 
4. HPATPS by JKR 
5. SOTD by CK 

 

Detective novels 

1. LBTW by CD 
2. NAC by IR 
3. MOTOE by AC 
4. THOTB by ACD 
5. TBS by RC 

 
English county towns 

1. T in the county of C 
2. A in the county of N 
3. O in the county of R 
4. C in the county of C 
5. T in the county of W 

 

Sporting scores 

1. 2 PFAC in R 
2. 5 PFPTB in S 
3. 6 PFATD in AF 
4. 12 PFFF in a GP 
5. 40 FADT in D 

 
Film quotes 

1. FMDIDGAD in GWTW 
2. TIAB in TS 
3. CTAK? in CD 
4. YOSTBTBDO in TIJ 
5. HWHAP in A13 

 

 

 

A120 Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme 
The latest project newsletter highlights that the scheme is progressing well. 

Work is well underway to get the River Ash Spillway in place and the new 

open channel from the Lloyd Taylor drain is in progress. Drainage works at 

the Tilekin Roundabout have been completed and work on the installation of 

the lighting and signage has started. Work on the Hadham Park Roundabout 

has been delayed until Spring 2021.  

Detailed information available on Herts County Council website. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Note - church building is currently closed, only opening for services 
Sunday 6th Dec  Advent 2 
9.30 am  BCP Holy Communion   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  All Age Holy Communion** Braughing 
 

Sunday 13th Dec Advent 3 
10:00 am  Family Morning Worship** Braughing 
11.15 am  Holy Communion  Furneux Pelham 
5.45 pm  Refresh Informal Worship Braughing 
 

Sunday 20th Dec Advent 4 
09.30 am  Café Church Christingle#  Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  Holy Communion**  Braughing 
12:45 pm  Advent Morning Worship** Stocking Pelham 
 

Thursday 24th Dec Christmas Eve 
3:00 pm  Nativity story   Via Zoom 
 

Friday 25th Dec  Christmas Day 
10:30 am  Family Celebration**  Braughing 
 

Sunday 29th Nov Advent 1 
10.30 am  Morning Worship  Furneux Pelham 
 

** Services will be live streamed on Zoom. If you want to join in, details 
available from the Parish Office (churchoffice@braughing.org.uk).  
Note – Office is currently not receiving phone calls – emails only. 
# Bring your own orange and refreshments. 

 TICKET ONLY SERVICE – phone the Rector of email the Church Office to 

book a place. 

Apologies but the PCC decided there will be no Carol Service at St Mary’s, 

Stocking Pelham or St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham due to the limit on numbers 

that can be safely accommodated.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823531 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD 
Please note her usual day off is Friday. 

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Follow the churches on Facebook (St Mary the Virgin – Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham & Stocking Pelham) or find more information on the website “A Church 
Near You”. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

(Please contact Malcolm Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

Easy fundraising! 
Dear all, just to let you know that there is a very easy way for you to raise money for our school 

without any effort or cost to you whatsoever. The Furneux Pelham School Association [FPSA] is one 

of the charities supported by easyfundraising.org.uk, and all you need to do is do your online 

shopping via their website or app. They then make a donation to us based on the money you spend. 

All that easyfundraising does is to direct you to your chosen site, it does not store any of your 

details or charge you more. Why not use it to help the FPSA while you do your online Christmas 

shopping at no extra cost to you? You only have to download their app or access their website, 

select Furneux Pelham school as your chosen charity, and start shopping! There is literally 100s of 

shops available, including Amazon, Marks & Spencer and loads more. 

And please, spread the word to your friends and family as every single penny we raise benefits the 

children in these very dire times. 

Thank you from the FPSA 

 

 

  

http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council 

The November meeting of Parish Council was held on Thursday 11th at 

6.30 pm using the Zoom video conferencing platform. 

In attendance were Cllrs Louise Balaam, Colin Berthoud, Andy Brown, 

Daniel Horn, Michael Hutchins, plus three members of the public and 

Clerk Riikka Berthoud. Cllr Paul Lucas sent his apologies for being 

unable to attend due to a prior commitment. 

In the public section David Bailey gave an explanation and update on 

the repairs to the mower used on the cricket ground while Adele 

Martin and Andrew Newcombe expressed an interest in joining the 

Parish Council if a vacancy became open. 

Cllr Hutchins started a debate on improving communications with 

residents including more use of Facebook and possibly videos.  

Cllr Horn proposed that a survey be taken out to which the Chairman 

and Clerk agreed to do. 

Cllr Hutchins reiterated a previous commitment by members of the 

Parish Council to be available for anyone in need of help during the 

current crisis and urged Cllrs to call on lone residents or even phone 

and of course always adhering to COVID guidelines. 

Cllrs Brown and Balaam continue their work on a village playground 

with Cllr Brown explaining he had two quotes but would seek a third 

for us to consider. He also said there was lots of funding available and 

would continue to explore avenues along with Cllr Balaam. 

Chairman, on behalf of Cllr Lucas, gave an update on planning including 

reporting the refusal by East Herts Planners to allow a house to be built 

in the grounds of 4 Maple Side. 

Cllr Berthoud said he would seek an update regarding the pub from 

District Councillor Williamson while Clerk Riikka Berthoud gave a 

financial report. 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday December 17th at 6.30 

pm using Zoom. 
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This is a much-abbreviated version of the minutes which can be seen in 

full, once approved, on the Parish Council website. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

 

 

A message for Stocking Pelham residents…… 

Help During the Current Crisis/Second COVID 
Lockdown 

There is help available for those who are vulnerable or facing 
hardships, so whether it’s you or someone you know in need, the 
following organisation can provide help in a variety of different ways: 

Herts Help (available to Furneux Pelham residents too) 

• Phone: 0300 123 4044 

• Website: www.hertshelp.net or for detailed winter health 
guidance: www.hertshelp.net/winter-health.aspx 

• Email: info@hertshelp.net 

There are many services available, so if you believe you need help 
the first step is to contact Herts Help or try a neighbour or the Parish 
Council. 

We need to look out for each other, and we are fortunate to live in a 
small village where we pretty well know everyone. 

There is also a scheme run in conjunction with Clarion Housing to 
help those less fortunate who do not have access to the internet, 
which is vital during this period. Help includes, in some cases, to 
provide computer hardware, how to start up plus training on the 
software. Please contact: stuart.izzard@cdaherts.org.uk. 

East Herts were providing meals for schoolchildren during half term. 

Mike Hutchins Chair Stocking Pelham Parish Council & fellow 
Councillors plus members of the Village Hall Committee. 

  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
http://www.hertshelp.net/?fbclid=IwAR1Pnk76QeVy22E_VwQy0Lda1GBGxmkqrFUkNfRcU2dr3yP9gFbpHkyj4yI
http://www.hertshelp.net/winter-health.aspx?fbclid=IwAR0pUkt0orY8mRgvAoaR8d39_Mli4R_kmZ9-9KlleNe4fTCQVBixrOJYe9M
mailto:info@hertshelp.net
mailto:stuart.izzard@cdaherts.org.uk
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Furneux Pelham School News 
The Autumn Term continues apace with lots of opportunities for enriching 

our learning.  As well as enjoying our learning in the classroom, we have 

also been exploring the outdoors and other places to visit. 

Autumn Leaves 

At the school, we have a wonderful outdoor 

space to enjoy.  During the Autumn months 

the trees surrounding the playground drop 

their leaves and this has provided much 

entertainment for the children.  It has been 

fantastic to see how much enjoyment 

children from four up to eleven years have 

got from a pile of leaves.  I often wonder 

when it is that we stop appreciating the simple things in life such as a puddle 

or a pile of leaves!  

Remembrance Day   

Every year, on November 11th, Year 6 visit the war 

memorial at the church 

to lay a wreath from the 

pupils, staff and 

governors of the school.  

All pupils marked the two 

minute silence at 11am, 

but Year 6 marked it at 

the war memorial.  Pupils led the period of 

reflection which ended with a reading from For the Fallen.   
 

Virtual Sports Competitions    

Due to current restrictions, we haven’t been able to take 
part in our usual array of sports competitions with local 
schools.  Instead, this term, we have been taking part in 
virtual competitions with local schools.  We complete the 
sports in person, but submit the results virtually.  This has 
been a good opportunity to try out some new skills.  Year 4, 
5 and 6 have been learning practising their archery skills 
using our newly purchased bows and target butts. 
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Remote Learning  

During a recent partial closure of our 

school, Year 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed a 

very successful week of remote 

learning.  We have recently 

introduced G Suite at the school so 

the children were all able to 

continue their learning using Google 

Classroom.  The day began with virtual registration, when we were able to 

start the day logging into Google Meet to do our register together.  Pupils 

spent the day using a mixture of  live lessons and pre-recorded lessons to 

learn and then submitted their work online.  It was a great opportunity to 

learn together and very much felt like we hadn’t been apart when we were 

able to return to school to learn together again. 
 

West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village 

Our lower school – Holst and Mozart Classes – 

are currently learning about the Anglo-Saxons.  

To enrich their learning they visited West Stow 

Anglo-Saxon village.  The visit was a wonderful 

opportunity to exlore the different types of 

Anglo-Saxon houses, observe wool being spun 

and have hands-on experience of Anglo-Saxon artefacts. 

 

 

 

Chance to Shine 

This term, pupils have had the opportunity to be coached in cricket, thanks to 

national charity ‘Chance to Shine’.  Chance to Shine is a small charity with a 

simple ambition: to give as many young people as they possibly can the 

opportunity to play cricket, to have fun doing it and to 

learn from the experience.  A professional cricket coach 

visits the school to teach pupils the basic skills of 

batting, bowling and fielding, and instilling the values of 

teamwork, resilience, competition and respect.  

“I enjoyed the day and I learnt a lot.  It was fun learning out of 

the classroom!”  Ollie, Year 3 
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Ginger 
Ginger has been used for millennia.  It was valued by the ancient Greeks 

who imported it from the East and this continued during the Middle Ages 

right up to today.  Ginger has been found in very early text from China 

and India and is well regarded in Chinese Ayurvedic and Eastern 

medicine. 

Many varieties of ginger are found in their native habit which includes 

southern India, South East Asia, Japan and Australia. Ginger was later 

introduced to tropical countries due to its popularity.  Several varieties 

are cultivated commercially. Both Ginger and Turmeric are from the 

Zingiberaceae family and are rhizomes.   

The plant is a perennial creeper on an erect annual stem which can grow 

up to 120cms in height.  It has large leaves up to 30 cms in length and 

flowers on stalks direct from the rhizome which is the stem that grows 

underground.  

Ginger is warming and increases blood flow, anti-inflammatory, eases 

spasms, antiseptic and a bactericidal but is particularly effective in aiding 

poor circulation, pain and stiffness. 

The rhizome is popular in the making of fresh teas due to its tonic effect 

on the digestive system and might be good to consider over the festive 

season as it is believed to aid hangovers. 

Recipe for Lemon & Ginger Tea 

Ingredients 

1 Litre of boiling water 

1 Lemon 

1 piece of Ginger  (5 – 7cms)  (2 -3 inches) length 

2 teaspoons of Honey 

Bring water to a boil and remove from heat.  Cut lemon and ginger into 

thin slices.  Add to the hot water. Steep for 5 – 10 minutes.  Strain and 

pour tea into mug.  Add honey, stir and serve.  Enjoy. 

We also sell Orange & Ginger Handmade Soap made with natural 

botanical oils and enhanced with pure essential oils, which is a lovely 

warming soap, popular during these cold winter months. 

Juliette Badger, www.secondnaturesoaps.co.uk  

(company based in Stocking Pelham).  

http://www.secondnaturesoaps.co.uk/
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 

Here we are again, approaching the festive season once more.   But 

this year, with all the uncertainties as to how we’ll be able to celebrate 

and with whom, it’s good to know that some seasonal events abide 

year after year.  As inevitable as the tenacious and ever present ground 

elder is the hope that the fairy lights that were packed into the loft last 

January will somehow have untangled themselves of their own volition, 

and not be missing several lights. 

Still, it’s always best to concentrate on what we can do rather than 

what we can’t, so I have decided to swing into full festive mode and get 

those sleigh bells jingling. 

On the catering front I’m delighted to report that the muntjac have 

been unable to eat all the vegetables in the garden this year, on 

account of the huge amount of acorns that are all over everywhere.  So 

we shall be fine for sprouts, even if there is a turkey shortage.  I can 

hear Small Child wailing in the background…. 

Next I need to decide what I’m going to give as presents and I think this 

year I shall major on garden themed gifts. 

Here are my ideas so far… 

For the Husband.   Peace on Earth.   I shall spend more time in the 

potting shed and less time suggesting jobs for him to do.      I know that 

will be a sure fire winner. 

For the Grandchildren.   An individually signed ready deflated football 

each.  This will save them the bother of having to kick it really hard into 

my beautiful but very prickly Albertine rose so as to let the air out. 

For the Offspring.  A pair of comfy garden chairs, so they can invite me 

round for an early evening g and t in their gardens when we can all get 

together again. 
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For the In Laws.   A packet of snap dragon seeds, to remind them of 

me. 

And what would the PSC correspondent like for Christmas?    Since you 

ask me so nicely, I’ll tell you……..I’d like the gift of wisdom, as befits my 

years.   And the definition of wisdom? -  knowing that a tomato is a 

fruit but being wise enough not to put it in a fruit salad. 

Or failing that, some new secateurs? 

Must get going now; it must be nearly time to put the sprouts on.    

Wouldn’t want them to be undercooked..!   And those fairy lights won’t 

string  round the potting shed by themselves. 

So wherever and however you are celebrating this year, warmest 

wishes from the PSC for a lovely Christmas, and look forward to seeing 

you in the New Year. 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
Key points from the last virtual meeting on Thursday 5th November 
were: 

Cllr changes: Romilda Rodrigues co-opted as a Parish Cllr and thanks 
expressed to Paul Watmough following his resignation as a Parish Cllr. 
Anyone interested in filling the latest vacancy, can obtain more 
information from the Clerk. 

Drive safe scheme: site at Barleycroft End being considered by the 
Police for this scheme. 

Financial position: current position noted, and the initial forward 
financial plan was considered. 

Police report: no crimes in the last month but a reminder to keep 
outbuildings secured. 

Parish Cllr updates: Whitebarns Lane raised and new footpath signage 
is in progress. 

Herts Staged Rally: whilst postponed this year due to COVID, it is now 
planned for June 2021. 

Resident comments: thank you for progressing Drive safe scheme. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday  
14th January 2021 at 7.00pm via Zoom. Key item on the agenda will be 
the budget and precept for the next financial year. 

Meetings are open to all village residents. Further information is 
available on the Parish Council website www.furneuxpelham.org.uk. 

MESSAGE FROM THE MAGAZINE TEAM…….. 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this magazine, 

please email copy to pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the  

15th of the month. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about what’s 

been going on, with or without photos.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right to 

adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to be 

inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Christmas Countdown 

This year, Christmas and the Festive season will be different from those of 

previous years. It will be a time of reflection and remembering those lost to 

the Covid-19 virus. For those of us who remain in good health and practise 

safe measures we have to be strong and keep a vigilant watchful eye on our 

neighbours who are not so fortunate, ensuring they don’t go hungry and 

without appropriate heating. God bless and wish you all a Merry Christmas 

and a healthy New Year. 

Avoid Scams 

If you think you've been scammed there are three things you need to do: 

• Stop sending money straight away. 

• Report the scam to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040, use the Action 
Fraud online reporting tool, or the FCA Scam Smart website. 

• Beware of follow-up scams. 

East Hertfordshire Growth and Transport Plan 
Public consultation on the draft East, and South East Growth & Transport Plan 

(GTP), covering the towns of Bishop’s Stortford and Sawbridgeworth, down to 

Hertford, Ware, Hoddesdon, Broxbourne, Cheshunt and Waltham Cross, and 

the key transport links between these towns and to surrounding areas, is 

currently underway and due to finish in December 2020. These strategies are 

available on the Herts County Council website (consultations page). 

The Plans help direct and plan transport improvements and investment in 

these areas. 

The Plans set objectives in relation to: connected; reliable; accessible; 
attractive place; efficient and healthy and safe.  

County Cllr Graham McAndrew  
E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Please log all highway faults at www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/  

mailto:graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

With Christmas just around the corner we are thinking of calling friends 

and family but not, I suspect, from a red telephone box. 

In 1924 the Royal Fine Art Commission invited three architects to submit 

designs for new telephone kiosks. The winner was Sir Giles Gilbert Scott 

who also designed Liverpool Cathedral where he is buried. Scott was at 

the time a trustee of Sir John Soane’s Museum and he topped his kiosk 

with a dome similar to that on the mausoleum Soane had designed for 

himself. It was produced in cast iron as GPO model K2, replacing the K1 

concrete kiosk. 

Later designs had a similar appearance. The most common, the somewhat 

smaller K6, was introduced for King George V’s silver jubilee in 1935. 

The colour red was chosen to make them easy to spot, although Scott had 

suggested silver. These robust and iconic survivors of the 20th century, 

found in almost every town and village, are worth preserving. At the last 

count, 51 within the Hundred Parishes had been listed. 

Most red phone boxes have now been decommissioned although a few, 

like the one in Anstey, still operate as a pay phone. Many villages have 

used the box to house a defibrillator; others have inventively turned them 

into informal book exchanges and information points. 

Some villages have been even more imaginative: the box in Standon has 

been transformed into a greenhouse full of colourful plants. 

With Christmas in mind, the Society still has a limited supply of its book 

The Hundred Parishes: an Introduction.  The 400-page hardback with a 

thousand photos is available for £25 from tourist information centres and 

good book shops, or by arrangement with me – 01279 813226. 

The Society’s trustees wish you all a very happy Christmas. 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/


 

20 

WEATHER REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2020 

This report is now going to be done by each calendar month. October was a 

very wet month giving us a total of 135mm. Since 1990 there has only been 

one wetter October which was in 2001 with 143.2mm. 

It was otherwise quite a mild month with no great extremes. The month is 

incomplete as I was away for a few days at the end of October. 

Janet Birch  

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and 

every three-by-three box 

contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Solve the puzzle by logic 

and reasoning alone – no 

maths involved!  
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Word search 

Words can run side to side, up and down, diagonally AND backwards! 

 

 

Answers for last month’s puzzles on the next page…… 
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November 2020 

puzzle answers 

 

 

 

 

RECYCLING UNWANTED CLOTHES, TOWELS  

AND BED LINEN IN FURNEUX PELHAM 

It’s open again! 

The Salvation Army recycling bin in the 

Parish Council car park has re-opened 

following the lockdown. Please put items 

in a bag and deposit in the bin. These are 

sorted into items suitable for sale in their 

UK charity shops, shipped overseas for 

sale or sold in bulk for recycling. Using the 

bank is a convenient way to increase the 

useful life of your unwanted items, 

minimise material going to landfill, and 

also produces a cash sum for spending on 

community projects in the village. 
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